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And that she should force me, by the magic of her pen to mentally
acknowledge, albeit with wrath and shame, my own inferiority.—
corelli.
The oil lamp my landlady was good enough to still allow me the use
of.—corelli.
The 'persistent agitation* ... is to so arouse public opinion on the
subject as to . . .—Times.
In order to slightly extend that duration in the case of a few.—Times.
To thus prevent a constant accretion to the Jewish population of
Russia from this country would be nobler work . . .—Times.
26. COMPOUND PASSIVES
Corresponding to the active construction *. . . have at-
tempted to justify this step', we get two passive constructions:
(i) 'This step has been attempted to be justified', (2) 'It has
been attempted to justify this step*. Of these (i), although
licensed by usage, is an incorrect and slovenly makeshift:
'this step* is not the object of 'have attempted', and cannot
be the subject of the corresponding passive. The true object
of 'have attempted' is the whole phrase 'to justify this step',
which in (2) rightly appears as the subject, in apposition to an
introductory 'it'.—In point of clumsiness, there is perhaps
not much to choose between the two passive constructions,
neither of which should be used when it can be avoided. When
the subject of the active verb 'have attempted' is definite, and
can conveniently be stated, the active form should always be
retained; to write 'it had been attempted by the founders of the
study to supply' instead of 'the founders had attempted to
supply' is mere perversity. When, as in some of our examples
below, the subject of the active verb 'have attempted9 is in-
definite, the passive turn is sometimes difficult to avoid; but
unless the object of 'justify' is a relative, and therefore necessarily
placed at the beginning, 'an attempt has been made' can often
be substituted for 'it has been attempted', and is less stiff and
ugly.
The cutting down of 'saying lessons', by which it had been attempted
by the founders of the study to supply the place of speech in the
learning of Greek.—Times.

